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TUNISIA (TUNIS) 

The ancient Roman province of Africa, which the Arabs called Ifriqiyah, was conquered by the caliphate 
during the second half of the 7 th century, with foundation of Qayrawan in 670 and the conquest of Carthage in 
693. The emir (amirj of Ifriqiyah ruled on behalf of the Umayyad and then 'Abbasid caliphs from Qayrawan. 
During the second half of the 8 th century the governorship was monopolized by the Muhallabl family. 

In 800 Ibrahim, son of al-Aglab, seized power in Qayrawan and obtained the approval of the 'Abbasid caliph 
Harun al-Rasid, who confirmed Ibrahim as hereditary emir of the province. Although they recognized 'Abbasid 
suzerainty, the Aglabids governed as virtually independent rulers. In 909, as the result of Shia agitation, they 
were overthrown and replaced by the Fatimids, who ruled from a new capital, al-Mahdiyyah, as Shia caliphs. 
After conquering Egypt, the Fatimids moved the seat of their government to Cairo (al-Qahirah) in 972, 
delegating authority in Ifriqiyah to their lieutenants the Zirids, a clan of Sanhajah Berbers. The Zirid emirs 
achieved significant success in subduing the Zanatah Berbers in what was to become Algeria further to the west, 
and contested what was to become northern Morocco with the Spanish Umayyads. Long effectively autonomous 
and having Sunni inclinations, the Zirids eventually asserted their independence in 1048, provoking the Fatimids 
to turn loose on Ifriqiyah and the entire Maghreb (Magrib) several unruly tribes of Arab Bedouins in 1052. 

The success with which the Bedouins undermined Zirid authority nearly overthrew the dynasty and 
eliminated the potential for effective centralized rule in the area for centuries to come. Reduced to a few mostly 
coastal cities, the Zirids were overthrown by the Normans of Sicily by 1148, who established a protectorate over 
the coastline of Ifriqiyah. By 1160 the area had been overrun and annexed by the Almohads of Morocco, 
although they encountered continuous and determined resistance from some of the Bedouin chieftains who had 
established themselves there. 

In 1236 the Hafsids, who had already provided several Almohad governors of Ifriqiyah, renounced Almohad 
suzerainty and asserted themselves as fully independent rulers at Tunis. In 1253 the Hafsid emir assumed 
caliphal titles and later claimed the spiritual heritage of the 'Abbasids. The Hafsids survived the attack of the 
Eighth Crusade on Tunis (in 1270) and occasionally imposed their suzerainty on their Zayyanid ( r Abd-al- 
Wadid) and Wattasid neighbors further west. For a while, Hafsid overlordship was recognized among some of 
the Muslim states in Spain. However, the dynasty was subject to succession struggles, and the Hafsids were 
chased out from their capital on several occasions by the Marinids and later by the Ottoman Turks. In spite of 
obtaining the help of Habsburg Spain, Tunis was eventually annexed by the Ottomans in 1574. 

The Ottoman governorship of Tunis was vested in the hands of nominal governors called pa$as (or more 
fully beylerbeyipa^as), but real authority tended to be wielded by the formally subordinate officers called dayis 
and bey s, in charge of the military forces and the finances respectively. In 1628 the bey Murad obtained the title 
of pa§a and succeeded in establishing the hereditary and virtually autonomous rule of his family over Tunis. Like 
the neighboring Ottoman regency of Algeria, Tunisia became a haven for piracy against the Christian states of 
the western Mediterranean until the 19 th century. The fall of the Muradi governors was quickly followed by the 
succession of the Husaynids in 1705, who secured the same level of autonomous authority for themselves. In the 
middle of the 19 th century the Husaynids began to gradually distance themselves from their Ottoman overlords 
with the help of France, which established a formal protectorate over Tunisia in 1883. The protectorate was 
abolished in 1956 by a nationalist movement and, although the Husaynid ruler assumed the sovereign title of 
king (malik), the dynasty was deposed and succeeded by a republican government in 1957. 

Aglabid Dynasty at Qayrawan and al-Raqqadah 

795—812 Ibrahim I (Abu Ishaq) ... son of al-Aglab b. Salim; emir of Ifriqiyah under 'Abbasid suzerainty 

812—817 c Abd-Allah I (Abu al-'Abbas) ... son of Ibrahim I 

817—838 Ziyadat-Allah I (Abu Muhammad) ... son of Ibrahim I 

838—841 al-Aglab (Abu c Iqal) ... son of Ibrahim I 

841—856 Muhammad I (Abu al- r Abbas) ... son of al-Aglab 

856—863 Ahmad (Abu Ibrahim) ... son ofMuhammad I 

863— 864 Ziyadat-Allah II (Abu Muhammad) ... son ofMuhammad I 

864— 875 Muhammad II (Abu r Abd-Allah) ... son of Ahmad 

875—902 Ibrahim II (Abu Ishaq) ... son of Ahmad 
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902— 903 

903- 909 


909-934 


934 - 94 6 
946-953 
953-972 


935-971 
971-984 
984-996 
996—1016 
1016—1062 
1062—1108 
1108—1116 
1116—1121 
1121 —1148 


1207—1221 

1221 


1221—1223 
1223—1226 


1226—1228 

1228—1249 

1249-1277 

1277-1279 

1279—1283 

1283 

1283— 1284 

1284— 1295 


1295—1309 


r Abd-Allah II (Abu al-'Abbas) ... son of Ibrahim II 

Ziyadat-Allah III (Abu Mudar) ... son of r Abd-Allah II; deposed, died 916? 

(to the Fatimids 909) 

Fatimid Dynasty at al-Mahdiyyah 

al-Mahdl (Abu Muhammad r Abd-Allah) ... son of al-Husayn b. Ahmad b. r Abd-Allah b. 
Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Isma/il b. Muhammad b. Ja'far b. Muhammad b. 'All b. al- 
Husayn, son of the caliph 'All; Shia caliph 
al-Qa’im (Abu al-Qasim Muhammad) ... son of al-Mahdl 
al-Mansur (Abu Tahir Isma'll) ... son of al-Qa’im 

al-Mu c izz (Abu Tamim Ma'add) ... son of al-Mansur; moved to Egypt 972, died 975 
(the Fatimids retained suzerainty over Ifriqiyah, delegating power to the Zirids 972) 

Zlrid Dynasty at al-Mahdiyyah and Qayrawan 

Zirl ... son of Manad b. Manqus; chieftain of the Sanhajah Talkatah Berbers at Asir 
Yusuf Buluggin ... son ofZlri; emir of Maghreb under Fatimid suzerainty 
al-Mansur ... son of Yusuf Buluggin 
Badis ... son of al-Mansur 

al-Mu c izz ... son of Badis; declared independence 1044/1048 
Tamim ... son of al-Mu'izz 
Yahya ... son of Tamim 
All... son of Yahya 

al-Hasan ... son of'All; deposed, died 1171 
(to Norman Sicily 1148, to the Almohads 1160) 

Hafsid Dynasty at Tunis (Tunis) 

'Abd-al-Wahid (Abu Muhammad) ... son of Abu Hafs 'Umar b. Yahya al-Hintati'; emir of 
Ifriqiyah as Almohad vassal 

'Abd-al-Rahman (Abu Zayd) ... son of c Abd-al-Wahid; replaced 

Almohad (al-Muwahhidun) Dynasty at Tunis 

Idris (Abu al- r Ula) ... son of Yusuf I of Almohad Morocco 

Abu-Zayd ... son of Idris; deposed 

Hafsid Dynasty at Tunis (restored) 

r Abd-Allah (Abu Muhammad) ... son of r Abd-al-Wahid; deposed 
Yahya I (Abu Zakariyya’) ... son of r Abd-al-Wahid; independent sultan 1236 
Muhammad I (Abu 'Abd-Allah), al-Mustansir ... son of Yahya I; caliph [amir al-mu’minin) 
1253; recognized at Mecca 1259 

Yahya II (Abu Zakariyya’), al-Watiq, al-Mahlu r ... son of Muhammad I; abdicated, died 1280 

Ibrahim I (Abu Ishaq) ... son of Yahya I; abdicated, died 1283 

'Abd-al-'AzIz I (Abu Faris), al-Mu r tamid ... son of Ibrahim I; deposed, died 1283 

al-Fadl I ... pretended son of Yahya II z ; rival since 1282; deposed, died 1284 

'Umar I (Abu Hafs), al-Mustansir ... son of Yahya I 

— Yahya III (Abu Zakariyya’), al-Muntahab ... son of Ibrahim I; rival at Bejaia (Bijayah) and 
Constantine (Qustantinah) 1284—1301 

Muhammad II (Abu r Abd-Allah), al-Mustansir, Abu 'Asidah ... posthumous son of Yahya II 


1 Al-Qayrawani presents r Abd-al-Wahid as the son of Abu-Bakr, son of Abu Hafs 'Umar b. Yahya. 
1 Actually, al-Fadl I was Ahmad, son of Marzuq, son of Abu 'Umarah. 
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1309 

I309—I 3 11 
I 3 11 —I 3 17 

1317— 1318 

1318— 1346 


1346 

1346- 1347 

1347 

1347- 1350 
1350 


1350-1357 

1357 

1357-1369 

1369- 1370 

1370- 1394 

1394-1434 

1434- 1435 

1435- 1488 

1488— 1489 

1489— 1490 

1490— 1494 
1494-1516 

1516-1534 

1534- 1535 

1535- 1543 
1543-1570 
1570-1573 

1573- 1574 

1574— 1618 


Abu-Bakr I (Abu Yahya), al-Sahid ... son of 'Abd-al-Rahman, son of Abu-Bakr, son of 
Yahya I; deposed, died 1309 

Halid I (Abu al-Baqa’), al-Nasir ... son of Yahya III; rival at Bejai'a since 1301; deposed, died 1311 
Zakariyya’ I (Abu Yahya), al-Qa’im, al-Lihyam... son of Ahmad (Abu al-'Abbas), son of 
Muhammad (Abu 'Abd-Allah), son of 'Abd-al-Wahid; abdicated, died 1317 
Muhammad III (Abu 'Abd-Allah), al-Mustansir, Abu Darbah ... son of Zakariyya’ I; 
deposed; rival at al-Mahdiyyah 1318—1313 

Abu-Bakr II (Abu Yahya), al-Mutawakkil ... son of Yahya III; rival at Constantine since 
1309, Bejai'a since 1311 

— Ibrahim ... son of Abu-Bakr I; rival at Tunis 1315 as Zayyanid vassal; deposed 

— Muhammad ... son of Abu-Bakr b. Abi Imran; husband of daughter of Zakariyya’ I; rival 
at Tunis as Zayyanid vassal 1319—1330; deposed 

'Umar II (Abu Hafs) ... son of Abu-Bakr II; deposed 
Ahmad I (Abu al-'Abbas) ... son of Abu-Bakr II 
'Umar II (Abu Hafs) ... restored; deposed, died 1347 
(to the Marinids 5 ) 

al-Fadl II (Abu al-'Abbas), al-Mutawakkil ... son of Abu-Bakr II; Marinid vassal at Bone 
('Annabah) since 1347; deposed, died 13 50 4 

— Muhammad (Abu 'Abd-Allah), al-Mansur ... son of Yahya (Abu Zakariyya’), son of Abu- 
Bakr II; rival at Bejai'a 1348—1351 and 1364—1366 

— 'Abd-al-Rahman (Abu Zayd) ... son of Muhammad (Abu 'Abd-Allah), son of Abu-Bakr 
II; rival at Constantine 1349—13 54; deposed, died 1357: 

Ibrahim II (Abu Ishaq), al-Mustansir ... son of Abu-Bakr II; deposed 
(to the Marinids) 

Ibrahim II (Abu Ishaq), al-Mustansir ... restored 

— Zakariyya’ (Abu Yahya) ... son of Abu-Bakr II; rival at al-Mahdiyyah 1358; died 1375 
Halid II (Abu al-Baqa’) ... son of Ibrahim II; deposed, died 1370 

Ahmad II (Abu al-'Abbas), al-Muntasir ... brother of'Abd-al-Rahman; rival at Constantine 
1354—13 57 and since 1360; Bejai'a since 1366 
'Abd-al-'AzIz II (Abu Faris), al-Mutawakkil ... son of Ahmad II 

Muhammad IV (Abu 'Abd-Allah), al-Muntasir ... son of Muhammad (Abu 'Abd-Allah) al- 
Mansur, son of'Abd-al-'AzIz II 
'Utman (Abu 'Amr) ... brother of Muhammad IV 

— 'All (Abu al-Hasan) ... son of'Abd-al-'AzIz II; rival at Bejai'a 1435 — 1439; died 1451 
Yahya IV (Abu Zakariyya’) ... son of Muhammad (Abu 'Abd-Allah) al-Mas'ud, son of'Utman 
'Abd-al-Mu’min (Abu Muhammad) ... son of Ibrahim (Abu Ishaq), son of'Utman; 

deposed, died 1490 

Zakariyya’ II (Abu Yahya) ... son of Yahya IV 5 

Muhammad V (Abu 'Abd-Allah), al-Mutawakkil... son of Muhammad (Abu 'Abd-Allah) 
al-Hasan, brother of Yahya IV 

al-Hasan (Abu Muhammad) ... son of Muhammad V; deposed 
(to the Ottoman Empire) 

al-Hasan (Abu Muhammad) ... restored as Spanish vassal; deposed, died 1551 
Ahmad III (Abu al-'Abbas) ... son of al-Hasan; deposed, died 1575 
(to the Ottoman Empire) 

Muhammad VI (Abu 'Abd-Allah) ... son of al-Hasan; deposed 
(to the Ottoman Empire) 


5 Abu al-Fadl, son of the Marinid sultan Abu al-Hasan 'All, served as Marinid governor. 

4 Al-QayrawanI makes Abu al-'Abbas Ahmad I and Abu al-'Abbas al-Fadl the same person, which is impossible. 

5 Al-QayrawanI, erroneously presents the period 1490—1494 as a second reign ofYahya IV. 



1618—1631 
1631—1666 
1666—1675 
1675 
& 1675 
1675 
1675-1677 
1677—1686 
i686—1696 
1696—1699 
1699—1701 


1701—1705 


1705-1735 

1735-1756 

1756-1759 

1759-1781 

1781—1814 

1814 

1814—1814 

1814—1835 

1835-1837 

1837-1855 

1855-1859 

1859—1881 

1881—1901 

1901—1906 

1906—1911 

1911—1919 

1919-1941 

1941-1943 

1943-1957 
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Muradid Dynasty at Tunis 

Murad I ... mamluk of Corsican origin; bey since 1611, papa under Ottoman suzerainty 1618 

Muhammad I (Hammudah) ... son ofMurad I; bey since 1618; papa 1658 

Murad II ... son of Muhammad I; associated 1661 

Muhammad II, al-Muradl ... son ofMurad II; abdicated 

'All... son ofMurad II; abdicated 

Muhammad III, al-Hafsi... son of Muhammad I; fled; restored as papa 1678—1686 

Muhammad II, al-Muradl ... restored; deposed 

'All ... restored; rival since 1675 

Muhammad II, al-Muradl ... restored; rival since 1677 

Ramadan ... son ofMurad II; deposed, died 1699 

Murad III ... son of'All 

Sarlfi Dynasty at Tunis 

Ibrahim al-Sarif... aga ofMurad III; bey and dayi under Ottoman suzerainty; pasa 1704; 
deposed, died 1706? 

Husaynid Dynasty at Tunis 

al-Husayn I ... aga of Ibrahim; son of'All al-Turkl; bey under Ottoman suzerainty; deposed, 
rival in Qayrawan until 1740 
'All I ... son of Muhammad, brother of al-Husayn I 
— Yunus ... son of'All I; rival at Tunis 1751; deposed, died 1763 
Muhammad I, al-Rasid ... son of al-Husayn I 
'All II... son of al-Husayn I 
Hammudah ... son of'All II; associated 1777 
Utman ... son of'All II 
Mahmud ... son of Muhammad I 
al-Husayn II ... son of Mahmud 
Mustafa ... son of Mahmud 
Ahmad I ... son of Mustafa 
Muhammad II ... son of al-Husayn II 

Muhammad III al-Sadiq ... son of al-Husayn II; under partial French protectorate 1881 
'All III ... son of al-Husayn II; under full French protectorate 1883 
Muhammad IV al-Hadi ... son of'All III 
Muhammad V al-Nasir ... son of Muhammad II 

Muhammad VI al-Hablb ... son of Muhammad al-Maymun, son of al-Husayn II 
Ahmad II... son of 'All III 

Muhammad VII al-Munsif... son of Muhamamd V; deposed, died 1948 
Muhammad VIII al-Amin ... son of Muhammad VI; independent king of Tunisia 1956; 

deposed, died 1961 
(republic from 1957) 



